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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, NI, CA 

SUBJECT: GOWON'S PERFORMANCE AT COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 

REF : LAGOS 6555 

1. REFTEL REPORTS IMPRESSION THAT GO WON ACQUITTED HIMSELF WITH 
DISTINCTION AT COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. WE WOULD GO FURTHER 
AND SAY THAT GOWON WAS PERHAPS THE STAR ATTRACTION AMONG THE 
SEVERAL HEADS OF GOVERNMENT IN OTTAWA AUG 2-10. HIS INFORMAL, 
FRIENDLY AND FORTHCOMING MANNER. HIS READINESS TO TALK WITH 
THE PRESS, AND WHAT CAN ONLY BE CALLED HIS PERSONAL CHARISMA 
WERE ENORMOUSLY WELL RECEIVED HERE. 

2. COMMONWEALTH MEETINGS WERE CLOSED TO PRESS AND PUBLIC. 

WE ARE TOLD HOWEVER THAT, IN INFORMAL SEMINAR-LIKE DISCUSSIONS, 
GOWON WAS BOTH FORCEFUL AND ARTICULATE WHILE IMPRESSING THOSE 
PRESENT AS A REASONABLE, MODERATE AFRICAN LEADER. OUTSIDE THE 
MEETING, GOWON'S CHARM AND INFORMALITY WERE CLEARLY REFLECTED 
IN WARM PRESS COVERAGE AND WORDS OF PRAISE FROM HIS CANADIAN 
HOSTS. 
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3. A PHOTOGRAPH WIDELY REPRINTED SHOWED GOWON AT OFFICIAL 
RECEPTION WITH HIS ARM AROUND MUJIBUR RAHMAN OF BANGLADESH 
FOLLOWING LONG AND OBVIOUSLY FRIENDLY TALK. ALTHOUGH GOWON 
LATER ANNOUNCED IN PRESS CONFERENCE THAT RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH 
WOULD HAVE TO WAIT RESOLUTION OF PAKISTANI-BANGLADESH DIFFI- 
CULTIES, THERE WAS LITTLE DOUBT LEFT OF GOWON’S PERSONAL 
RAPPORT WITH SHEIKH MUJIBUR. GOWON WAS CERTAINLY THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE AFRICAN LEADER PRESENT. EMBASSY POUCHING COPIES OF 
GOWON'S STATEMENT TO THE CONFERENCE AND HIS PRESS CONFERENCE. 

JOHNSON 
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